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ern Italy are still highly mythological. The service done by Pitre to stu- 
dents of thought can hardly be overestimated ; these volumes abound in 
points on any one of which it would be easy to consume more space than is 
at our disposal. In the future, doubtless, we shall have occasion to use 
some of these for purposes of comparison. We content ourselves with two 
points. One of the methods of conjuring thunder-storms in the Abruzzi 
is to expose to the threatening cloud a child called an innocent soul, — 
anima innocente (p. 29). The spots on the moon are variously considered 
to be the marks which the moon has received during her struggle with the 
sun in eclipse, or from the Devil, to express his disgust at the beauty of 
Creation, Marcus Aurelius, Adam and Eve, Cain hidden behind a thorn- 
bush, Veronica, the face of the Madonna, " the nun and the monk " 
(p. 40, f.). W. W. N. 

Collection Internationale de la Tradition. Vol. iv. Traditions 

Japonaises sur la chanson la musique et la danse. Par le Dr. D. 

Brauns. Paris : J. Maisonneuve. 1890. i2mo, pp. viii., 106. 
Vol. v. Les Conciles et Synodes dans leurs rapports avec la tradi- 

tionnisme. Par Frederic Ortoli. 1890. i2mo, pp. xiii., 142. 
Vol. vi. Etudes traditionnistes. Par Andrew Lang. 1890. i2mo, 

pp. xix., 106. 

The three little books before us continue a series, the object of which is 
to give brief essays accompanied with a short account of the personality 
and opinions of the authors. 

Dr. Brauns gives an interesting and instructive discussion of Japanese 
traditions relative to their music. With this he has no sympathy, re- 
garding the irregular sounds of the national orchestra as worthy only of 
savages ; he considers Japanese music as a degradation of ideas borrowed 
from China, and the race as wanting in the taste which renders possible a 
liking for European productions. He gives an account of the myths rela- 
tive to this subject, which he considers as also entirely borrowed. Japa- 
nese Shintoism, he thinks, is imported, and its mythology introduced, in 
part, by prehistoric contact with China, but especially by intercourse dating 
from the thirteenth century. The primitive religion he regards as ancestor 
worship. The Japanese, he says, have not arrived at the adoration of 
nature as matter opposed and superior to man, nor at the veneration of its 
phenomena as governed by a multitude of divine beings. There is among 
them only the adoration of the dead, of souls, and of ghosts. He finds the 
source of fictions relating to the origin of music in the noise of the wind, 
storm, thunder, etc. ; the true gods, as distinguished from demons, imper- 
sonations representing the succession of night and day, of summer and 
winter ; the contrasts of light and darkness appear, as he thinks, only in the 
later imported traditions. Dr. Brauns refers particularly to the writings of 
Basil Hall Chamberlain, and mentions with commendation, as giving a 
faithful picture of Japanese music, a novel of Mr. Edward Greey, " The 
Golden Lotus," Boston, 1883. 

The treatise of M. Ortoli contains extracts from the proceedings of 
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councils and synods, arranged under the titles of "Astrologie," " Culte des 
arbres," " Magie," " Lutte contre les anciennes religions," etc. 

The volume of Mr. Lang consists of a collection of brief papers and re- 
views. These articles relate to Primitive Boycotting, The Royal Power in 
History, A Neglected Side of the Greek Religion, Singularities of the Pre- 
cepts of Vishnu, Popular Tales in Homer, Ghosts in Mediaeval Sermons, 
and Tradition in Scotland (a review of Napier's book). The articles are 
marked by the familiar characteristics of the author, — various informa- 
tion, suggestiveness, ability, and tendency to dwell on the comic aspect of 
his subject. W. W. N. 

Contributions of Alchemy to Numismatics. By Henry Carrington 
Bolton, Ph. D. Read before the New York Numismatic and Archaeo- 
logical Society, December 5, 1889. Author's Edition. New York, 1890. 
44 pp. 4to. Three plates. 

Alchemy may be entitled the folk-lore of chemistry ; it is therefore of 
interest to observe that Professor Bolton regards the suppositious art not 
as the father of chemistry, but as a collateral degradation of the science. 
This resulted from the application through avaricious motives of erroneous 
speculative principles concerning the constitution of matter, as composed 
of the union of qualities, a doctrine that reverts to Aristotle. While al- 
chemy is not in any sense to be regarded as the origin of chemistry, the 
pseudo-science undoubtedly aided in its development. Thus, in the case 
of alchemy, superstition exhibits itself as the natural result of imperfect 
scientific observation and false deductions. 

In this work the author describes over forty coins and medals struck to 
commemorate the transmutation of base metal into silver and gold ; the 
series begins with the Rose-nobles of Raymond Lully, in the fourteenth 
century, and ends with a medal struck in 1716, at the castle of Ambros, 
Tyrol. The credulity of all classes of persons in alchemy was very general 
for centuries, and even the year 1889 saw the appearance, in Paris, of a 
work maintaining the doctrine of transmutation on chemical grounds. 

The little volume is a model of typography, and the plates represent 
medals still treasured in the numismatic cabinet in Vienna. 
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